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of s^vagi-caiis are instances of aggressive as well as mass civil
disobedience.132
Gandhiji calls offensive civil disobedience "a most
dimerous weapon".113 Defensive civil disobedience is forced on
the satyagrahi when he is not permitted to prosecute his ordi-
nary peaceful activities or when insult and humiliation are
imposed upon him. So it cannot be postponed and is always
welcome. Indeed it is a duty which has to be done even if the
opponent is in difficulty, for "An opponent in difficulty may not
expect people to obey unjust or humiliating laws or orders."11*
Aggressive civil disobedience, whatever the object of satya-
grahis, embarrasses and vexes the opponent and should be
avoided if the latter is in difficulty.
But offensive civil disobedience obviously does not mean
launching an offensive without any serious grievances. That
would make disobedience criminal. Offensive civil disobedience
only implies the violation of some particular law not because
that law is in itself some striking provocation but because the
satyagrahis have rebelled against the Government. Even offen-
sive civil disobedience is undertaken to set right some serious
injustice when all peaceful means have been exhausted and
when it is clear beyond doubt that there is no escape from
non-violent resistance.
Individual satyagraha when practised by a group is a
corporate technique. Even in mass satyagraha Gandhiji started
from a small beginning and gradually developed the movement.
Though he led several mass civil disobedience movements he
was conscious of the low moral tone of group behaviour. He
distrusted mass emotions of the moment which are susceptible
to suggestions inciting them to violence. Hence his great
emphasis on adequate discipline as the pre-requisite of mass
civil disobedience. In the absence of adequate discipline there
is a great risk of the magnitude and excitement of a mass con-
flict leading resisters astray and of disobedience becoming
112 The highest figure of satyagrahis in these non-violent raids stood at
15,000 in the mass action at Wadala on 15th June, 1930. Mahatma Gandhi,
The Man and His Mission, cited above, pp. 134-35; Roy Walker, Sword of
Gold, pp. Ill and 113. According to Gandhiji the Dharasana salt raid was
"a perfect thing of its kind". H.s June 23, 1946, p. 189.
"3 T. /, I, p. 987.
"4 H., January 6, 1940, p. 404.